


It took so long, but here it is, at last...

Almost a year went by since the 1st issue, but the
MTL girls are still here, skating, having fun, creating...

" “Enjoy this new issue of Armpit! ~
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Mary-France Gravel

Jborn: March ZOMSGQ

How I got interested in circus: Ths
‘It's something I always wanted to do smce I was a httle kxd but my parents

didnt think it was a good ideafor me :
WhenI was living on the stree¥, [ wa

make really good money, like 100$ an

entertaining. People thought I was actually g : makmg sketches, maklng
‘people laugh...Unfortunately drugs and booze pushed me away from my goals
cand became too busy feeding my addiction to work on what liked.:

About: myﬂaughter Arielle:
I quit drugs when I was 20 years old and had Arielle at 21 The fact that that

. my daughter was born severely handicaped changed my life around. ;

" For.yeats, I was spending all my time running around to hospitals and spec1ahs
to give my daughl;e;; the be’”f‘ -opportunities to get better. She is now a wonderfu
teenager who loves life so'much despite her handxcap, ‘which is a good lesson

BAD ATTITUDE IS THE ONLY HANICAP THAT {%NE CAN HAVE IN

“to eV&I‘YOLMx Bi
;«LIFE S
What is important in life: = 8

You must do what you love. The summer Aneile was three yearsold, I star‘ted
to juggle, unicycle and skateboard. These Were things I always wanted todo,:
but for vanous reasons never did.

lot Semeﬁmes I Would g :
was funny and bl i

About a year’Iater, We went t6"
how to juggle. .

Sacnﬁcing' ‘ ’ :
Besides when [ was traveling, I barely ever had any txme for myseif Somany
nmes I had to quit juggling, unicycling and skateboarding because Arielle was
ing me too much. :
About three ‘years ago, I reahsed that Aneile had 1mproved her mdependancy
and had’ prog::essed enough for me to go back to what I loved to do '
H p— i i o

'l‘rammg atla Caserne: - '

A year and a half aﬁ'e, iwas glven the opportumty to join the con),mumty
¢ircus La Cagérne. [ started training seriously in september 2002.1alse
lake different courses and stages to improve my technique and ¢ glve me the
ag;mgredztanon necessary to teach different circus disciplines.

I have a few acts that are doing good, individually and with other people
Lately I have been working on improving my Jugglmg and passing techmque

I am also learning a new discipline called the freestyle ladder whxeh Is very
scary* -

Goal - e ; :
My final goal is to create a one hour solo show that I can sell to :
schools or various %es’evals Iweuld also love to be able to perform in other ‘

‘countries.

My goal in skatehoardmg is smple to keep m‘xprovmg and keep having fun -

1 also want to keep travelling to explore new p&aces to skate..and keep skatmg _
until I am at least 85 years old! It will be funny to see that old woman with -
white hair going down the street, rolling around cars, telling them to get off
the way, to show respect and let old ladies go first. I wonder if the cops

‘ would still fme me for making noise at Peace Park 2
phot by Shane Keller and !:nka Dubé




A typical dahlife,,,

A having only ¢ to get ready.
6h30am: I get up, having only one hour

1 wake Arielle up, or try to. 1 get brea‘kfast ready an_d !
hdpe Arielle will eat.., instead of feeding the dog twncg

/ | 7h30am: Oh no! The school bus is in front of the
house 5 minutes early this morning...too bad for me!
This is when you learn how to do miracles.
Arielle is gone, now it's time to walk and feed the
dog and clean up the morning mess.

] tle bit: Bible, maga-
7h45am: Taking some t‘m? t(; t;}e‘\;dqauih;t moment before
zine, anything 1 feel like. 1 lov

the rush of the day.

8h15am: Time to go. Métro Place St-Henri to Place
Joliette, studying chinese on the way, using all the
free time I have to improve my brain. ;
s Lo Cassin, SAT,
e af CITOUS Lo OO each,
« Arriving @ o 10 times ‘
9h3f:‘“b (60. stalfsf o Up them,

Shpm: As 1 am having someone to pick up
Arielle from school, I am heading to Bérri
Square to meet Nathalie and skate. I am

_ tired but I can always find energy to skate,
thanx to energy drinks!!
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| anng those t -l?aurs I skate like crazy, 'cause I lovi

like the feeling of freedom I get

Sy

i
S,

n. Acrobatic class

home. I just sﬁ and observe people
around me. It could be useful for future imit
1 1Th45pm:Finally in the shower and a few minutes away

from my bed. Gotta sleep good, tomorrow I have to get up
at 6h30 for another day...

.
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How did §kutehddrdin§:enter your life?

| had a skateboard when | was three years old. |
‘was so young | dont even remember when | rode it

too. We skated and biked and rode lauch ramps a lot.
It was fun times. Then we moved to Kenter Canyon
and | still skated but | became a fanatical die-hard
rollerskater. | skateboarded here and there with my
guy friends over the years, but | had more passion
for rollerskates, gymnastics, horseback riding and
soccer. Then in 1989, when'| was 18, | fell de
» with skateboarding. | mean | fell
never looked back.

ekated Derby a lot. It was ¢
nly girl skater, but everyon y supportivel think.
Now I skate with a lot of ng girls such as:
Ashley Honeyman, Nikky Robinson, Lisa Huf§, Sara
Mickus, Kyla Duffy, Leonore, Kara, Nova, and others.
They are amazing people and skaters. 'l'hey are my
greatest inspiration rightnow.

I think watching guys skate for so long only got me so far. it's like being
inside looking out a window when you skate with guys. Skating

with other females is like looking at a mirror of yourself.
Now, after skating with girls that re , | can actually see how
possible it is to skate with the be abilities.

it

| hope I've done the same for other females, both friends and
strangers

What do you think about contests?
God, contests are really strange. Being competitive with female
friends and strangers is a pretty fucked eling in some ways.
I've done so many sports over the yea I'm naturally very
competitive and feel comfortable in competitive atmospheres. |
think lts extremely hea hy but it s hard to look at other grrls as my

myself when so many people are watt ng’? Besudes atl my frrends
want to see me skate well and doing that can be extremely gratifying
in the end It very important to me for people to know that girls can

that.

Have you suffered mxmy iiriuries thr;tisughoﬁ't the years?

| have been through some really bad injuries from skating, but it

will never stop me. | have learn to hate time for making me wait to
skate and love time to let me skate again. | am no longer the reckless
skater | was when | was younger, but | stil push myself progress

and have so much fun. :



What kind of work do you do?

| earn money as a liscenced acupuncturist and herbalist,
and | also work at Cheers Tavern in Old Town Arvada.

What is your favorite terrain to skate?

Pools, anything with a thight tranny, a lot of vert,
and pool coping... | also love mini-ramps and spine ramps.

| always have a good time at the parks built by the Oregon guys,

as well as The Hanger The Humbler, Wanchese, and the pools
at Skatopia. | love all transitions pretty much.

By Erika Dubé

being able to measure one thing against 9
another. You measure your own judgments,
you measure your own values against things
that have happened to you. And you
measure the value of an art against things
that have happened in that art in the past.
Every creative act draws on the past

‘what it knows. There’s no such thmg,
“really, as a creative act in a vacuum. |
ApA LOUISE HUXTABLE

whether it pretends to or not. It draws on "
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south park
0304

)4 1adleS sessions

We went almost every week,

from 10ham till noon, and they
would usually let us skate for
another hour or two after that for
free..it was great. Since we had
the park to ourselves, we could
do any weird set up that we wan
to, like putting toilet paper from
wall to wall to practice our ollies..

THE MACHINE

And then, for various
the beginning of March,we
stopped going. Amy broke her
_collar bone, Chlo¢ hurt her knee
really bad, Julie had eye surgery,
etc..Actually, 1 gueee we were
too tired and drained from the
bitter winter to get up that early
on Sunday mornings anymore...

B then Spnng, 3 arrived and soon we cou]d

_play outside. We started skating the pipe and

some of us kinda forgot about South Park....
until the frst week of June, when the bowl
was being finalized and we started earing all
about it. I skated it as soon as I could, lt

was slippery but MARVELOUS.

Now I dont care if it is summer, as soon as my
body heals I will spend as much time as I can

at that bowl. The sessions are back... < q

p ] 3



She s Cratty Dana and her “Damned Doihes

S ~thahe Porter

, evegybodv gets a little angry.” Some of you may be

' mmxhdr wnh Dana 'S drawm gs, since she demgned a Qkater—glri for me

When I first amved in Montréal [ checked out some. “sntch’n bltCh
Pc‘mﬁ5 at my friend Jg"5Tiguse, which involved a group of girls
(and the occasional guy) getting together and being creative,

making coiﬁg"éd cards, bizarre 1 bracelets, hand bags, etc., whj le
‘enjoying a good chat and a cup of tea. This may sound

Tike somethmg your grandma and per pals might be down with, but it was.
actually a great time and 1t eventually expanded info the Montréal ch: apter
ot the “Church of Craft” (Www :

rchofcn aft.or v) where

a Do-1t~Yourself mentahty The craft sessxons are held at Elle Corazon

‘ (175 Bernard Ohest near Ave. du Parc) on Sundays at 2pm,
of the more experienced members give instruction and prc provi

(donanom apprematedf with different projects each week and everyoiie
s welcome! You can also purchise craft creations at Elle Corazon,

and look out for their annual Craft Fair to find unique, non-corporate gifts!
_Durmg these crafty get-togethers I was fortunate to meet Dana, whose style,
attitude, designs and dolls really 1mpressed me. 1 m not talking

abaut dainty dolls with porcelain’ faces dressed in baby clothes, but hand-mad
bitchy - [ittle treasures. These dolis featire gnarlv facial expressions and
sometimes resemble a 2-yéar old in the midst of a full—

blown tantrum. Dana expiamed that, “My favourite artist is Edward Gorey,

where some
ide supphes

’they are sort of a 3-D version of m’y “drawmgs I've always been pretfi;
crafty Since I was a kid I always liked art, drawing, and then one day

Idecided to make a shirt based on my drawings. I did that and then I

“was asked to make a doll for an exhibit, I did that and then Tkept

making them.” The dolls are amazing with their individualized outfits and

wacked out hairstyles! Dana also mefitioned that as a child she had played

; @dwﬁfors“i@ at MoJo’s § located at 3968 St. Laureht Street in _Montréal.-
with dol]houses Barbie, the Barbie camper. and : 5
e So, check them out, visit the website, and support people like Dana w 10 are
GL Joe doli, but Whex? Idskedabout ho\y Aifferait pursumg somethmg they are passionate about, and can fmd altemagve
dolls are in comparison, $he - simply stated that, “Wel] e

Yays to survive! - Good luck Dana!'%
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